Translator’s Agreement

The undersigned hereby certifies that (s)he is fluent in both English and ____________ languages and competent to interpret conversations and translate documents in both languages.

The undersigned acknowledges the sensitivity of matters to be interpreted/translated, and agrees that all information obtained in the course of interpreting/translating shall remain strictly confidential. 

The undersigned agrees to position himself/herself beside the person being interviewed and refrain from any physical contact with said person.

The undersigned agrees to interpret all conversations and translate all documents verbatim, without paraphrasing. In the event a word or phrase cannot be translated verbatim, the undersigned agrees to define and/or describe said words or phrase and translate same in a manner that most accurately communicates the meaning intended. The undersigned further agrees to interpret only precise words spoken without interjecting comments, explanations, or changes of person/case/tense. For example, if the question is, “How old are you?” and the answer is ‘Six”, the undersigned should not say, “He wants to know how old you are” or “She says that she is six years old.”

If the person being interviewed does not understand a question, the undersigned will not attempt to explain the question, but will continue to translate only the person’s exact words (I don’t understand” or “I’m not sure what you mean.”) and allow the interviewer to rephrase or explain the question. If the question asked is subject to more than one interpretation, the undersigned will ask the interviewer to clarify the intended meaning to ensure that the correct question is asked. If an answer is subject to more than one interpretation, the undersigned will advise the interviewer of each possible interpretation so that the interviewer may ask additional questions to clarify the answer.

The undersigned agrees to remain neutral at all times and to refrain from engaging in any independent or uninterrupted conversation in the foreign language.

The undersigned does herby swear or affirm under the penalties for perjury to interpret conversation and translate documents truly, accurately, and faithfully to the best of his/her ability.

Date: ________________________________

Translator’s signature: __________________________________________________

Translator’s printed name: _______________________________________

Translator’s address: _____________________________________________

Translator’s telephone number: ________________________________________

CAC Case number: ______________________________
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